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Information Builders is one of the
largest independent software
companies in the world. We are
committed to customer success,
providing comprehensive business
intelligence solutions that help you
grow your business through the
power of information.

Excel-2000 formatted
report with exception
highlighting delivered
from WebFOCUS.
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Integrating With Microsoft Tools to Deliver Enhanced
Business Intelligence

A critical challenge to the successful adoption of enterprise business intelligence report-
ing solutions is that many users already use preferred data manipulation and analysis
tools. One such tool, Microsoft Excel, has enormous popularity and reaches across end-
user organizations, providing business-data analysis. For power analysts, online analytic
processing (OLAP) is increasingly being used against data warehouses and data marts,
and Microsoft makes this technology widely available via Analysis Services.

Recognizing the importance of providing flexible choices in business analysis tools,
WebFOCUS from Information Builders offers industry-leading integration with Microsoft
Office 2000, Office XP, and SQL Server for enterprise Bl reporting solutions. These
integration capabilities provide the following features and benefits:

= Ability to save a complex WebFOCUS report into Excel 2000 and XP while
preserving report formatting and drill-downs via hyperlinks in active spreadsheets

= Simple, automatic generation of Excel Pivot Tables from WebFOCUS reports

= Report against data stored in the Microsoft Analysis Services cube, and join this
information with other data files in a single report

= Pretested, installed, and certified solution obtained from a single vendor that
combines the power of relational reporting with multidimensional analysis against
data stored in Analysis Services

= High-performance direct-access drivers to read and update Microsoft Access and
SQL Server databases from within WebFOCUS
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Find Out More

For more information or a

demonstration of WebFOCUS
and its powerful Microsoft
Integration features, or other
enterprise Bl reporting solu-
tions from Information
Builders, talk to a company
representative today. Contact
your local Information Builders
office, visit us at
www.informationbuilders.com,
orin the U.S. and Canada,

call (800) 969-INFO.

Excel 2000 and XP Integration

WebFOCUS provides seamless integration with Excel 2000 and XP that’s unmatched by other lead-
ing business intelligence solutions. Fully formatted WebFOCUS reports can be displayed in Excel
2000 and XP, with all report elements — including field names, headers, subtotals, sort breaks, and
drill-downs — preserved within the spreadsheet. Clicking on embedded hyperlinks in Excel pro-
duces the same drill-downs as those created in WebFOCUS HTML, providing users with rapid and
easy access to detail data. Additionally, WebFOCUS automatically generates native Excel formulas
and translates numeric values and dates into supported Excel formats. Once displayed, Excel
reports can then be saved on local PCs, or e-mailed for further viewing and analysis.

Pivot Tables and WebFOCUS

Pivot Tables provide a powerful data mining capability within Excel 2000 and XP. WebFOCUS
supports a direct save of report data to Pivot Tables. By starting with a relational request to get
the scope of desired data into a single report, and then automatically generating a Pivot Table for
iterative exploration, this feature supports a workflow common to many organizations. Automatic
generation of Pivot Tables is a WebFOCUS exclusive.

Analysis Services Bridge

WebFOCUS makes it easy to access and report from Microsoft cubes. Through Microsoft’s
interface and Information Builders’ data access middleware, WebFOCUS can read and report from
Microsoft Analysis Services cubes. Data stored in Analysis Services cubes can be viewed using
the WebFOCUS OLAP Control Panel, or in traditional cross-tab reports or graphs. Administrators or
users can join data stored in Analysis Services cubes with other files, including legacy data
sources, to produce insightful reports and analyses. This feature is also unique to WebFOCUS.

WebFOCUS Cube

Power users increasingly want high-performance cubes and OLAP reporting capabilities with

an open choice of tools and without being locked into a proprietary cube format. Information
Builders has chosen Microsoft Analysis Services as its cube standard, and sells SQL Server
integrated with the WebFOCUS Managed Reporting Environment. Information Builders
Professional Services provides installation, configuration, and integration support, and can opti-
mize your “WebFOCUS Cube.”

Enterprise Reporting for .NET

Through comprehensive support for .NET, any WebFOCUS report can be exposed as a service that
is callable from Visual Studio .NET. Report output can be integrated within any application an unlim-
ited number of times. Developers can take advantage of flexible drill-down and report-output
options, as well as on-demand paging and ad hoc capabilities. Additionally, the WebFOCUS viewer
control for Visual Studio .NET integrates tool bars specific to the report output from directly within
the browser. With WebFOCUS and .NET, developers can rapidly deploy real-time business intelli-
gence applications that scale to meet enterprise demands.

Builders.
Information Builders
Corporate Headquarters Two Penn Plaza, New York, NY 10121-2898  (212) 736-4433 Fax (212) 967-6406
World Wide Web: www.informationbuilders.com E-mail: askinfo@ibi.com
Canadian Headquarters 150 York St., Suite 1000, Toronto, ON MsH 3S5  (416) 364-2760 Fax (416) 364-6552 For International Inquiries +1(212) 736-4433
Copyright © 2001 by Information Builders, Inc. All rights reserved. DN4601123.0103

All products and product names mentioned in this publication are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies.

Printed in the U.S.A.
on recycled paper



